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The Pastor’s Pen 
 
Dear Friends, 

October 30 is my birthday, it is Melissa Chambers birthday, and it is also our 
church’s birthday! Maybe it’s your birthday too. October 30 is also on a Sunday 
this year, which means it will be Forest Park Day, the day in which we celebrate 
our birthday as a church family.    

On this Sunday we recognize our founding charter members and since I have 
been pastor of this church for thirteen years, I have watched this number of 

charter members decrease each year, probably more than any other pastor, I am sure. This is 
only because of the fact that I became pastor at FPPC around the fiIy-year mark of the church, 
and so thirteen years later, there are going to be far fewer charter members alive than in 
previous pastorates. 

In that sixty-three-year Lme period most of the children of the founding charter members, aIer 
growing up, moved away (this is normal in a modern transient culture) and many of the younger 
adult members at the Lme of the founding of the church have died in the last few years or so. 
This is why when I first started at FPPC many older people stood up on Forest Park Day, now 
only a few stand. 

Birthdays are a wonderful Lme of celebraLon, but they also serve as a stark reminder of our 
own mortality. Young kids may not be aware of this, but adults certainly are, and that is why 
when they get older, they like to quit counLng, because birthdays remind them of their own 
impending deaths. Everything has a life cycle, even churches. There is birth, childhood, 
adolescence, maturity, empty nest, old age, and death.  

Now the good news of the gospel is that a church, by the grace of God and in the strength of 
the Holy Spirit, with a deep personal and corporate commitment to becoming faithful disciples 
of Jesus who are commiWed to prayer, worship, the reading and obeying the Word of God, and 
evangelism (faith sharing), can live a long Lme; possibly all the way up unLl the Lme Christ 
returns to establish “the new heavens and new earth.” The other bit of good news is that “the 
gates of hell will not prevail against the church,” even as local churches close their doors every 
day, to the tune of about 3000 a year in our country. All current indicators point to this number 
acceleraLng at higher rates in the coming years.  



I am grateful for the work of the Spirit in the life of FPPC who has breathed some new life in our 
parLcular body of Christ. It gives me hope, as I am sure it does you as well. That being said, as 
we gather together on Forest Park Day to celebrate our birthday, let us all commit or recommit 
ourselves to what was stated in the previous paragraph, not so that we won’t die, but for the 
glory of God and the fulfillment of the Great Commission. If we do this, by God’s grace, I believe 
we will have a bright future and many more birthdays! 

Blessings,  

Pastor ScoW                        

OCTOBER PREACHING SCHEDULE: A YEAR IN THE BIBLE

October 2 - Jeremiah 32:26-44 “I Will Make a New Covenant”   
October 9 - Women’s Sunday 
October 16 - Jeremiah 29:4-14 “Seek the Welfare of the City” 
October 23 - I Peter 2:1-10 “Built into a Spiritual House” 
October 30 - Ezekiel 2:8-3:11 “Eat the Scroll”  

Online 
hWps://www.forestparkpres.org   Check it out!  Forest Park Presbyterian Church website.  Up to 
date informaLon online.  Links to past Sunday sermons and Weekly Word of Encouragement. 
This online mission is a work in progress! 

 hWps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ6HozKk70sDOhIjSMJg14g/featured  
Forest Park Presbyterian Church channel on youtube.com    Our Sunday services are available to 
see online and live streaming.  They are archived and you can go back to watch our services at 
your convenience.  You can also subscribe to the channel.  

The nominaLng commiWee has begun its prayerful deliberaLon of the 
church's next class of elders.  If you feel called to be an elder, or have 
any quesLons, please feel encouraged to talk with any of the 
commiWee members: Keith Owens, Landrea Rhyne, Jim Staples, and 
Doug Griffith. 

https://www.forestparkpres.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ6HozKk70sDOhIjSMJg14g/featured


 
JOY Fellowship met September 21, a day prior to the first day 

of 🍂  autumn and a good beginning of the fall season.  Good 
food and good fellowship were enjoyed by all—we missed 
you! Mark your calendars for our next Lme together, October 

19. It will be a covered dish lunch beginning at 12 noon.  Please 
voice your concern if addiLonal communicaLon regarding the date of the meeLng is needed.  

Women of the Church   
Hope to see all our congregaLon at 
our Women's Sunday Service, October 
9, 11 a.m.  Our speaker is Reverend 
Meredith Riedel (coming from 
Durham) and our service will be lead 
by our circle members.  We will also 
be celebraLng our Honorary Life 
Member.   All women are invited to 
enjoy breakfast together in the Fellowship Hall beginning at 9 a.m. 
• Circle 1 will meet in the Fellowship Hall Monday night October 3 at 6:15 p.m.  
• Circle 3 met in the fellowship hall on September 13.  Mary Crawford introduced our Bible 

study, CelebraLng Sabbath.  All members are encouraged to aWend.  We welcomed Barbara 
Hershey and Sarah KiveW to our circle and look forward to their return. 

Opera>on Christmas Child The Missions CommiWee is excited to announce that Forest Park will 
be working to transiLon more of our OperaLon Christmas Child Shoeboxes this 
year to the new "Build Your Shoebox Online!" program.  This allows each of us to 
select items for our shoeboxes but eliminates many of the logisLcal problems 
that Samaritan's Purse has had to solve in the past.  The online cost is $25 per 
shoebox, which includes the $9 for shipping.  More details will be coming soon, 

but in the meanLme, please reach out to Doug Griffith if you have any quesLons. We also will 
have shoeboxes for members to prepare as they have in the past. 



Our Music Ministry 
If you are interested in being a part of the 
church's music ministry please speak with Sarah, 
Brad, or any choir member.   
We work hard in rehearsals but have fun doing 
so.  May the Lord be glorified in our music.  
Amen!  

 

Happy October Birthday to You! 
3   Donna Moose 
4   Gavin Peet 
5   Caroline Lail Wigley 
5   Sherry Lackey 
8   Phil Lail 
8   Pat Moore 
14 Brian Suarez 
17 Brad Rashley 

                                           21 Dan Winslow 
                                           30 Melissa Chambers 
                                           30 ScoW Jeffreys 
                                           30 Forest Park Presbyterian Church 

Community Prayer Box 
Let’s continue to keep our Forest Park neighbors in our prayers.  A recent prayer request was 
left from a parent.  They asked that we pray over them and their child as they make it through 
phlebotomy school and for their child while she is at her school. 



September Session in Brief 
The Session held its monthly meeLng Sept. 22 in the fellowship hall. Several items of business 
were discussed.  

Property Report (Johnny Hoover): Some security cameras have been installed. Steve Wilson is 
monitoring and has noted some unusual acLvity; the police were contacted. More lights and 
security cameras will be added when Wi-Fi is available. The groundskeeper will be spraying and 
seeding the lawn at a cost of $500. The wrought iron will be completed in the next several 
weeks. Spruce Hart has been unable to cut the doors to fit, so it is possible that steel doors will 
have to be purchased.  

ChrisLan EducaLon/Youth Report (Nan Weatherman): The commiWee met Sept. 20 to discuss 
Sunday School classes. All classes are now in place for the coming year. 

NominaLng (Keith Owens): CommiWee members have contacted potenLal elders for next year. 

Following the business meeLng, the Session met with Barbara Hershey, Stewart and Karla 
Kincaid, and Roger Caudill and Janice GanW, who shared their faith journeys with the group. The 
Session voted to accept them as members. Barbara, Stewart, and Karla joined the church on 
Sept. 25, along with Phoebe, Piper, and Pearson Kincaid, who was bapLzed. Roger and Janice 
will join on a later date.  

                We welcome the Kincaid family and Barbara Hershey to our Forest Park Family!  



 


